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No. CBSE/CE/SPPS/2025 Dated: 25.02.2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

National Education Policy, 2020 has recommended that students will be
given an opportunity to improve their performance in Board examinations. A
meeting was organized in the Ministry of Education chaired by Hon’ble Minister
of Education wherein the following were discussed:

1) In Class X, two Board examinations be conducted from 2025-2026.
2) A draft Policy for the same be developed.

3) This draft Policy be hosted on CBSE Website for getting responses from all

stakeholders, i.e. schools, teachers, parents, students and others (General
Public etc.).

Accordingly, the draft Policy has been developed after wider discussions
and is available on CBSE website https:/ /www.cbse.gov.in

Stakeholders may respond to the Draft Policy by 09.03.2025. The
responses would be scrutinized and policy be finalized.

(Dr Sanyam dﬁrdwaj)

Controller of Examinations
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DRAFT SCHEME
FOR TWO EXAMINATIONS,
CLASS X FROM 2026

The government of India has released the National Education

Policy 2020. In this policy, the following are the recommendations
for the examinations:-

PARA 4.37 OF NEP-2020

While the Board exams for Grades 10 and 12 will be continued, the
existing system of Board and entrance examinations shall be
reformed to eliminate the need for undertaking coaching classes. To
reverse these harmful effects of the current assessment system,
Board exams will be redesigned to encourage holistic development;
students will be able to choose many of the subjects in which they
take Board exams, depending on their individualized interests.
Board exams will also be made ‘easier’, in the sense that they will
test primarily core capacities/competencies rather than months of
coaching and memorization; any student who has been going to
and making a basic effort in a school class will be able to pass and
do well in the corresponding subject Board Exam without much
additional effort. To further eliminate the ‘high stakes’ aspect
of Board Exams, all students will be allowed to take Board
Exams on up to two occasions during any given school year,
one main examination and one for improvement, if desired.

PARA 4.38 OF NEP-2020

In addition to introducing greater flexibility, student choice, and
best-of-two attempts, assessments that primarily test core
capacities must be the immediate key reforms to all Board exams.
Boards may over time also develop further viable models of Board
Exams that reduce pressure and the coaching culture. Some
possibilities include: a system of annual/semester/modular Board
Exams could be developed - that each test far less material, and
are taken immediately after the corresponding course is taken in
school - so that the pressure from exams is better distributed, less
intense, and less high-stakes across the Secondary Stage; all
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subjects and corresponding assessments, beginning with
mathematics, could be offered at two levels, with students doing
some of their subjects at the standard level and some at a higher
level; and Board exams in certain subjects could be redesigned to
have two parts - one part of an objective type with multiple-choice
questions and the other of a descriptive type.

ACTION TAKEN BY THE CBSE ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS

OF NEP-2020

1. A draft scheme for the conduct of 2 Board examinations for

Class X has been developed.

2. It is proposed that the scheme be implemented from the 2026

examinations of Class X.

ANALYSIS BEFORE DEVELOPING SCHEME FOR THE TWO

EXAMINATIONS
Class - X-2025

Examinations are scheduled

15 Feb. to 18 March

Students registered

24,12,072

Total duration of examination

14+18 = 32 days

The actual day required for the exams

17 days

Subjects offered

84

Answer Books to be evaluated

About 1,56,78,468

Class — XII-2025

Examinations are scheduled

15t Feb. to 4 April

Students registered 17,88,165

Total duration of examination 14+31+4=49 days
The actual day required for the exams 38 days

Subjects offered 120

Answer Books to be evaluated 1,07,28,990

Duration for the conduct of both Class X and Class XII Exams = 55

days

Spread of examinations - India and 26 countries abroad
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Class X - 2026

Examinations scheduled 17 Feb. to 06 March- 1** Phase
0S5 May to 20 May — 2™ Phase

Students registered 26,60,000

Total duration of examination 18+16 = 34 days

Subjects offered 84

Answer Books to be evaluated About 1,72,90,000

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROPOSED SCHEME

1

2,

Class X and Class XII examinations will begin on the first
Tuesday after 15 February.

It is expected that in Class X, in 2026, about 26.60 Lakh
students and in Class XII, about 20 Lakh students will appear
in the examinations.

. Both the examinations will be conducted on the full current

syllabus and the text-books.

. Except Science, Maths, Social Science, Hindi, English, rest of

the subjects are grouped in the following manner:-
() A Regional and Foreign languages in one group
(iij Rest of the subjects in one group

. Examination of Science, Maths, Social Science, Hindi and

English will be conducted on a fixed day as done currently.

. Examination of Regional and Foreign Languages will be done

in one go on a single day.

. *Examination of remaining subjects will be conducted 2 times

to 3 times based on the choices of the students on 2 or 3 days.
Meaning thereby, the Data Science examination will be
conducted on two or three days. The students will be allotted
the day of the examination based on the formula devised by
the CBSE and the subject combination offered by the student.
Students will not be given a choice to select the dates of
examinations. The question papers of these subjects will be
taken back from the students after examination is over.
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. Subjects groups will be as follows for 2026:-

GROUPS SUBJECTS

Language-1 | ENGLISH (101, 184)

Language-2 | HINDI (002,085)

Elective-1 SCIENCE (086)

Elective-2 MATHEMATICS(041,241)

Elective-3 SOCIAL SCIENCE(087)

Regional RAI(I31), GURUNG(132),  TAMANG(133),  SHERPA(134),

and Foreign | FRENCH(018), SANSKRIT COMMUNICATIVE(119),

" - SANSKRIT(122), URDU COURSE-A(003), BENGALI(005),

nguag TAMIL(006), MARATHI(009), GUJARATI(010), MANIPURI(011),

group URDU COURSE-B(303), TIBETAN(017), GERMAN(020},
BHOTI(088), TELUGU-TELANGANA(089), BODO(092),
TANGKHUL(093), JAPANESE(094), BHUTIA(095), SPANISH(096),
KASHMIRI(097), MIZO(098), BAHASA MELAYU(099), THAI(136)

Remaining | ELEMENTS OF BOOK KEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY (254),

subjects INTRODUCTION TO FIN. MARKETS(405), BANKING &
INSURANCE(411), MARKETING & SALES(412), ELEMENTS OF

group BUSINESS(154),  RETAIL(401), PHYSICAL  ACTIVITY
TRAINER(418), SECURITY(403), AUTOMOTIVE(404),
INTRODUCTION TO TOURISM(406), FRONT OFFICE
OPERATIONS(410), BEAUTY & WELLNESS(407), HEALTH
CARE(413), AGRICULTURE(408), FOOD PRODUCTION(400),

APPAREL{414), HOME SCIENCE(064), MULTI-MEDIA(415), DATA
SCIENCE(419), ELECTRONICS & HARDWARE(420), DESIGN
THINKING & INNOVATION(422), COMPUTER APPLICATIONS(165),
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY(402), ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE(417), MULTI SKILL FOUNDATION COURSE(416),
FOUNDATION SKILL FOR SCIENCES(421), PAINTING(049,
NATIONAL CADET CORPS (NCC) — 076, HINDUSTANI MUSIC
PER INS(036), CARNATIC MUSIC VOCAL(031), CARNATIC MUSIC
MEL INS.(032), CARNATIC MUSIC PER. INS.(033), HINDUSTANI
MUSIC VOCAL(034), HINDUSTANI MUSIC MEL INS(035)
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